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Irrigation Promotion and Prospect
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Abstract

Irrigation is the foundation of agricultural development, and is significant for ensuring food
security, improving agricultural production efficiency, and responding to climate change.
During World War II, Taiwan's irrigation facilities were damaged, so the government subsidized
the restoration of these facilities after the restoration of Taiwan. During the 1950s and 1960s,
the government strengthened irrigation construction, in addition to restoring damaged areas, the
government also expanded irrigation areas and reclaimed new farmland. During the 1960s and
1980s, the government initiated the farmland readjustment programme to improve the
agricultural production environment and to increase the efficiency of land use and operation.
After 1980, with the change of social system, industrial and commercial development and crop
price adjustment, the development of new irrigation areas was gradually reduced. However, the
functions of agriculture in providing living space, green landscape, promoting ecological
balance and guaranteeing food security are still irreplaceable, so the government promotes the
renewal and improvement of irrigation facilities to promote modern management and give full

play to the comprehensive benefits.

Since 2001, the government has promoted the "Strengthening Irrigation Infrastructure Plan"
and other plans covering irrigation facility renewal and improvement, farmland readjustment,
promotion of modern irrigation technology, and enhancement of irrigation water use efficiency,
etc., with the aim of ensuring the improvement of the agricultural production environment and
ecological protection, as well as preparing for changes in the agricultural industry brought about
by the World Trade Organization (WTO). Taiwan's irrigation has continued to reform and
innovate in response to changes in the times and economic development, with large-scale
construction and organizational development now becoming more stable. The government has
adopted a facility renewal programme to maintain the normal operation of large-scale irrigation
facilities, as well as to refine irrigation water management and promote modern dry irrigation
techniques. However, in the face of high temperatures, heavy rains, prolonged droughts and
changes in the agricultural environment, the problems faced by irrigation have become more
complex. Sound irrigation facilities and good irrigation management services are the foundation
for the sustainable development of the agricultural industry, so in addition to maintaining the
achievements of our predecessors with all our heart and soul, we should also face up to the

challenges we encountered.

In order to accelerate the development of agricultural water resource adaptation, actively
promote cross-regional co-operation and resource integration, and systematically improve the
infrastructure of important agricultural production areas, Irrigation Agency has promoted the
"Irrigation Cross-regional Integration Sustainable Development Plan". With the approval of the

Executive Yuan in 2024, and following the vision of "Keeping Water and Irrigating the Earth",
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we propose the strategies of "Storing Water in Abundance and Providing Relief in Drought",
"Diverting Water for Wider Dissemination", "Intelligent Irrigation", "Drawing Clean Water and
Preventing Pollution ", and "Sustainable Co-operation", to strengthen the ability to adapt to
climate change, ensure the quality and stability of irrigation water, safeguard the safety of
agricultural products, improve the agricultural production environment, protect farmers' water
rights and interests, and reduce the operating costs of agriculture, reduce carbon emissions,
reduce reliance on traditional energy sources, conserve ecological environments, and maintain

ecological diversity, the objective of sustainable development of irrigation is realized.
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