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Studies on Dryjng Litchi Fruits with Solar Energy
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ABSTRACT

Present studies were conducted to develop a optimal process
for drying fresh litchi fruits by use of solar energy drying-machine.
The fruits of three litchi varieties were comparatively dried in
different temperatural series after they were blanched with hot
water in different temperature for a various period, The results
indi-cated that the best quality of dried litchi fruits could be
obtained as the product were manipulated as following processes.
Firstly, The fruits cutted from stalks were blanched in 95C hot
water for 30 to 60 seconds to maintain their original fresh color
and shape of the fruit, the blanched fruits were then dipped into
cold water immediately. Secondary, the treated fruits were placed
into a drying-machine with about 10cm in depth of fruits each
layer, The temperature inside the drying-machine was maintained
at 45C for 5 hours in the beginning, then it was increased to 50°C
for 10 hours, 55C for 8 hours and 60C for 77 hours, The drying
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25% to 29%.

process had to end while the water-content in the fruits ranged
from 20% to 23% and the product rate of dried fruit ranged from
The product could be preserved in good quality for

more than 200 days when it was kept in a airtight container under

? a conditins of 5C
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