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Investigations on the Environmental Factors Respons:ble for the

Outbreak of Coastal Clam Death in Southwest Taiwan
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ABSTRACT

The mass death of coastal calm in April and May in southwest
Taiwan have been found during recent years. In this paper, climate
information and chemical measurements from sea water and
sediment near damage area were collected monthly from July 1990
to June 1991. The principal component method was used to identify
significant factors among sample variabilities. Results showed that
increasing temperature, precipitation, and nitrogen concentration
near coatal area may act as combined factors to cause the mass
death. In conclusion, climate change and domestic pollution from
nearby ground maybe responsible for the mass calm death.
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