BEERBERERBERH

Strength of Chrysanthemum Leaves and the Design of Feeder
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ABSTRACT

s

The amount of chrysanthemum exported to Japan is about 30
million stems a year, and all the sales are made in the winter season.
The development of feeding system for the existing chrysanthemum
sorter would reduce the post-harvest handling time and labor. The
measutements of the mechanical strengths of chrysanthemum leaves
indicate that the breaking and tearing forces are less than 10N.
The statistical analyses show that the variations in the breaking
forces both among the different stems and among the different
locations of a stem are insignificant at 5% level. The prototype of
feeding system has been developed, the _p;imars{ tests show that the
straightness of the stem is the key factor to its performance. The
flower quality tests indicate that the influence of handling time on
the flower quality is much more crucial than that due to mechanical
damages.
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