Machinery for Mushroom Growing and Market Situation Abroad
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Summary

Canned and processed mushrooms were the most important and
leading agricultural products in the past 20 years. Taiwan mushrooms,
with their best qualities and relatively lower prices, were the most
competitive products in the world mushroom market in the past. However,
in recent years, several other countries such as Brazil, Communist China,
and so on joint the world competitive club. Now, the world market is
changed, and the competition is terrible. Since the labour cost in this
country is no longer in the lower level especially compared with mainl-
and china. Though the quality of our products are still standing in the
highest level, yet, the price is relatively in a less competitive standard.
Obviously, the situation ahead is very seriously to us. If the Mushroom
industry in this country wishes to share world market again in the
future, the whole mushroom production process ought to be adjusted
and the mechanization of mushroom growing in a rather lower cost is
in urgent need.

The author had the previlege to joint the team with another 6
experts in different fields to visit several leading mushroom growing
countries in the world such as the Netherland, the United States of
America, Canada, Japan and South Korea, to study and as well as a fact
finding trip also to solve several different and major problems which
we are facing.

We visited those countries in forty days from early May to June in
1983. When we came back to Taiwan in June. we found the Netherland
was the most advanced country in muthroom industry although she
was the smallest country during the trip we visited. The United States
was ranged in the second place, then, Canada was the third one. Japan
was the leading mushroom growing country in Asia 15 to 20 years ago,
now, it’s annual mushroom production is only 4,000 tons, that means
that Japan hasn’t even a single mushroom to export to other countries
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in recent years. korea was one of the leading mushroom exportation
countries, she was ranged in the second place just next to Taiwan in
Asia. However, since the commust china, with her unbeliviable lower
labour cost, jointed the competition, the world mushroom market had
changed very guickly, 80% of Korea’s canned and processed mushroom
market was taken away by commust china in 1982, alone.

Although the world mushroom market is changed, that means that
we are not the only giant in the world mushroom market now, however,
we are still one of the giant in this field. In the author’s own view,
since we still have high technique and with 20 years of experience in
mushroom growing, if we can design and manufacture some high
efficiency and with a relatively lower cost of mushroom growing
machinery and to breed some new and high production varieties for our
mushroom farm, then, Taiwan’s mushroom industry will still have a

brilliant future ahead.
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