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Improvements and Experiments of the Forage Planter
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Abstract

This experiment was conducted to improve forage planters and
compare their operation efficiency and cheracteristics with the mechanic
sprayer and the hand planting in the field. The results were as follows:

1. The surviving percentage of grasses reached to 90.4% planted by
mechanic: Sprayer when rainfall or soil moisture was available. It
costed the least planted by sprayer. However, this operation was
limited by many factors, i.e. forage species, soil moisture contain,
and equipment, etc. Thus, it could not be used widely.

2. The safety condition of factor operating in the slopeland area to
plant grass should be considered. Otherwise, plenting by hand was
an alternative way to use in this area.

3. In the slow-slope land area, the 4-rowed forage planter was the |
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" best method to plant grass and the operator was easy to hand.
The labor cost and the work efficiency were about 40% and 7.5
times of those planted by hand, respectively.

4. The 4-rowed forage planter had a simple structure, low cost to
make. and high work efficiency. It could be operated mechanically.
Thus, it would be used widely as a forage planter.
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