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Abstract

In the major rice-cropping regions of the world, two kinds of
mechanical harvesting methods have been well- developed One is
the large-sized all-pass-through type of combine adopted in Amerlca
and Europe, and another is the small-sized head-feed type used in
Asia. The former is orlgmated in the United States and the latter
developed by Japan. The combine used in Taiwan is patterned after
the Japanese one. Its development can be divided into three stages:)
introduction of Japanese machinery for trial use, 2) domestic manuf
acture, and 3) keen competition in local markets between local-made
and imported machines. It was after trial uses that local manufac-
turers began the production of small—sized combines, and they did it
quick only to find too rapid an increase rate of the vproduction This,
coupled with the Japanese dumping of large-sized combine upon the
market, has been makmg the local manufacturers face a crucial test.

About 16,000 sets of rice combme are currently used in Taiwan.
In the coming five years, an additional 4,000-5,500 sets will be
annually extended by the Government to farmers. This goal is cons-
idered reachable. And it is possible that a steady growth can be
maintained even after 1986. ‘

For further development of the local combine industry, the
Government and machinery manufacturers should work closely to
effect some improvements, such as strengthening the research and
development capabilities, inventing new models, setting up a 3-stage
quality -inspection system, stiffening the responsibility of dealers,
and tightening the control of importers.
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