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p : product
v ! vapor
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Summary

Traditional ways of drying of rice in Taiwan is displaying the harvested paddy rice
in front of the farm house or along the road ride. As soon as it rains, the displayed
-paddy rice must be quickly put in a heap, otherwise, the rice will become wet. As the

sun appears, it will be displayed again. It is really time-and labor-consuming work.

The simple equipments of solar drying for paddy rice may be used to increase
the’ temperature of heated air. Air picks up heat and increases temperatures up to
7. or 8 degrees of centigrade when it is forced through a plastic-made heat collector
~by fan. The clear surface of the collector keeps wind from stealing heat and helps
trap suns$ radiation. As soon as the sun$ radiation reaches the interior of the collector,
it is absorbed by a black plastic plate.

According to ths data of experiments carried out at Farms Association of Ah Len,
it took 25.7 hours when the harvested paddy rice was dried from 26% moisture content
(wet basis) to 13%, and it costs approx1mately 300 dollars (NT) when one ton of wet
paddy rize was dried. :

The equipment of solar drying, when not used, may be folded up thus only smaller
space of storage is required. Other crops, for example sweet potatos chips and
peanut may be also dried by using this equipment. This equipment is suitably used
in south west part of Taiwan, such as Tainan, Kaohsiung and Pintung, due to the
higher tempelature and solarradiation.
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