%ﬂfzﬁiiﬁ-_

\'\,ﬁ " YR

Development of Power Tiller Manufacturing

Industry in Taiwan
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SUMMARY

Agriculture has been advanced to such an extent in Taiwan that farm mechanization
is bound to gain in popsilarity in the years to come as it can replace part of human
labor needed in the booming industry. Among the farm machineries, the development of
power tillers, particularly the small-type ones which are foolproof and maneuverable on
small tracts of land, has come to the fore. In the process of developing the farm mach-
inery industry, some foreignmade models were first introduced and then modified to suit
the local farming conditions.

According to a 1961 census of agriculture, 93 per cent of the cultivated land in Tai-
wan was owned by the farmers themselves. Thus, their interest in and attitude toward
the power tiller depend upon the performance and advantages of these labor-saving dev-
ices. On the other hand, all the power tiller manufacturers are also private owned. To
facilitate the power tiller extension and to develop the farm machinery industry, due
attention has to be paid to both the technical and economical factors, such as the creat-
ion of a favorable environment through education and demonstration, improvement of the
marketing and credit systems and the training of technicians and farmers.

Over the past decade, we have gained considerable experience in mechanics determ-
ining what types of power tiller are adaptable to Taiwan in addition to improving ma-
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nufacturing techniques and solving extension problems. However, the power tiller indu-
stry is still in its infacy. Furhter effort is needed to popularize {the throughly tested
models among the farmers so that more labor can be made available to the fast gro-
wing industry and meantime the productivity of both land and labor can be further
enhanced. '

i

The following is a summary of our experience in developing the farm machinery
ndustry in Taiwan since 1954:

1. Farm machinery research departments have been established in private factories

as well as in government agencies concerned to try to improve the utility of power
tillers and to develop new farm implements.

2. To make prompt repair of power tillers, an fafter service system has been built

throughout the island by the farm machinery companies.

8. Training classes have been conducted by the Government in the past few years to

train extension men, skilled workers and farmers on the use of power tillers.

4. A power tiller testing standard has been in force for inspecting a sample of new

models and all the newly made power tillers are tested by the manufacturers themselves.

5. The rate of interest on loans for the purchase of power tillers by the individual

. farmers has been lowered, while the price of power tillers is expected to be reduced
when the extension work produces better results.

6. To create a better environment for power tiller extension by holding periodically

mechanical farming contests and demonstrations, setting up gas stations in the townships,
strengthening land consolidation to facilitate machine operation and popularizing moder—
nized farming through the medium of propagande.
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