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ABSTRACT §

The management of irrigation and drainage affairs in Taiwan during the period of §
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Chinese Ming-Qing Dynasty was based on autonomous principle of private law, while
during the period of Japanese governance, the Japanese government introduced to Taiwan
the practice of irrigation cooperatives learned from German to control agricultural and
water resources in Taiwan, which was based on autonomous principle of public law. Soon
after the period of Japanese governance, Kuomintang government passively adapted
irrigation associations as public legal persons. However, the association legislation was
incomplete and controversial, resulting in arguments about the functions of irrigation
associations as public legal person. Although legislators amended the Act of Irrigation
Association Organization in 2018, aiming to reform current irrigation associations to be an
administrative agency, the study still tried to openly investigate and discuss the hierarchy
of irrigation associations on the administrative law. The study also reviewed the
establishment, functions, organizations, supervising mechanisms of water and soil
associations in German, land improvement districts in Japan, and water boards in
Netherland. Additionally, this study examined comments on the management of irrigation

and drainage affairs from administrative agencies and judicial organs.

Keywords: Public legal person, Self-administration, Irrigation associations, Irrigation.
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